
                                                                                                   
 

 
Joint statement by Africa and Latin America on a just and equitable 

transition towards COP30 
 
We, the trade union representatives of Africa and Latin America, united by our common 
status as regions with immense natural wealth, vibrant cultures, and significant 
development needs, address the global community at a critical moment. We affirm our 
commitment to the global climate agenda and the necessary transition to a low-carbon, 
sustainable, and resilient future.  
 
However, this transition cannot replicate the historical injustices and inequalities of the 
current global economic system. A “just transition” must be just that: fair, equitable, and 
inclusive for all. Our regions are not mere victims of climate change; we are agents of 
change, custodians of a significant share of the world's biodiversity, forests, and mineral 
resources, which are essential for the environmentally sustainable technologies of the 
future. Our path forward must be one that eradicates poverty, promotes shared prosperity, 
and ensures the dignity, social justice, and well-being of our people. 
 
Our shared principles for a just transition 
 
1. Right to development and energy justice: The transition must recognize our right to 
sustainable development and energy sovereignty. We must have the policy space to 
address energy poverty, expand access to energy for our growing populations, and boost 
our economies. This includes the right to use our natural resources, including natural gas 
and other energy sources, where necessary, to advance the transition, supported by 
technology and investment to minimize emissions. 
 
2. Fair and accessible financing: Existing climate finance pledges have fallen short. The 
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities requires that those suffering the 
effects of the climate crisis, especially in the global South, receive fair compensation for the 
high impacts on their populations. Financing for adaptation and transition cannot become 
a new cycle of debt or the imposition of market solutions that perpetuate colonial 
dependence and favor transnational corporations. We demand a fundamental reform of 
the global financial architecture.  
 
 
A just transition requires: 
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● Scale: dramatically increased climate finance, based on grants and highly 
concessional, commensurate with the magnitude of the challenge.  

● Access: simplified and democratized access to funds, removing the heavy 
bureaucratic obstacles that exclude the most vulnerable nations. 

● Debt justice: addressing the devastating debt crisis that limits our fiscal space for 
climate action. We call for debt-for-climate swaps, debt suspension clauses 
triggered by climate disasters, and new long-term, low-interest lending instruments. 
We reiterate that none of these mechanisms can be used to deepen dependency or 
impede the sovereign development of our nations. 

 
3. Technology transfer and capacity building: A transition driven solely by imported 
technology is neither sustainable nor fair; it deepens debt and creates greater dependency.  
 
We demand: 

● Unlocking intellectual property: frameworks for the voluntary and accessible 
transfer of environmentally sustainable technologies, known as “green 
technologies,” including exemptions for critical technologies in times of global 
emergency. 

● Localizing value chains: investment in local research, development, and 
manufacturing capacities, particularly in the processing of our critical minerals. We 
must move from being exporters of raw materials to creators of value and decent 
work within our continents. 

 
4. Protection of biodiversity and the knowledge of indigenous peoples and local 
communities: Our regions are home to the world's most critical ecosystems and to 
indigenous peoples and local communities, who are their most effective guardians. 
Ancestral knowledge and biodiversity are common goods and cannot be plundered by 
transnational corporations and capital. 
 
A just transition must: 

● Respect and integrate: Formally recognize and integrate the knowledge of 
indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, and local communities into climate 
solutions. 

● Guarantee tenure rights: Guarantee land tenure and common property rights for 
communities.  

● Create equitable benefits: Ensure that conservation and nature-based solutions 
provide direct and equitable benefits to local communities, avoiding a new form of 
“green colonialism.” 

 
5. Inclusion and social protection: The transition will disrupt existing industries and labor 
markets. We commit to and demand support for: 
 

● Social dialogue: Inclusive processes involving workers, communities, women, youth, 
and indigenous groups in the design of transition pathways. 
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● Creation of decent work, particularly so-called green jobs: Active education, 
retraining, and upskilling policies to create decent work for the necessary 
sustainable economic transformations, such as the so-called green and blue 
economies. 

● Strong safety nets: Strengthened social protection systems to support those 
affected by change, ensuring that no one is left behind. 

     
6. Fostering trade union cooperation and a common vision: COP 30 provides an 
opportunity to boost collaboration between ITUC Africa and TUCA. 
 
ITUC Africa and TUCA seek to strengthen a political alliance for the promotion and defense 
of the Global South, reflecting its contextual realities, experiences, lessons, and 
transformative visions. This collaboration is based on shared commitments to build 
inclusive democratic systems, strengthen interregional solidarity, and raise the voice of 
trade unions in shaping sustainable and equitable development agendas. 
 
The alliance aims to strengthen the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), 
contribute to and influence the renewal of trade union internationalism. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The fight against climate change is a shared global imperative. The path we take to achieve 
a net-zero emissions world will define our common future. Africa and Latin America are 
poised to be the pillars of a new sustainable global economy. But we cannot and will not 
bear a disproportionate burden for a crisis we did not create. 
 
Let us build a transition that goes beyond simply abandoning fossil fuels and leads us 
towards a fairer, more equitable, and more prosperous world for all. Our partnership is 
essential for this future. 
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